
Dear Friends and Colleagues,
 
We are men and women from many places, of many origins, cultures and beliefs, representatives 

of social and grassroots movements from the different continents. We have come here joyfully in

response to the invitation of Pope Francis to this World Meeting of Popular Movements in the 

Vatican from 27 to 29 October 2014. 

 
We heeded the call to this gathering because its concerns are aligned with ours and with our 

approach to transforming the world. It is an event of enormous historical importance. For the 

first time, the voices of poor men and women are amplified as never before. They are the voices 

of the socially excluded and of those who strive to end the poverty and exclusion caused by an 

economic system whose purpose is profit, the accumulation of wealth and not the common good.

At this historic moment, these voices, our voices, denounce the disorder of this world and affirm 

the leading role of the poor who are not submissive but who struggle, protest and are committed 

to continue seeking profound change for the benefit of all. 

 
What we have found here is a great arena for exchange and extensive dialogue about the 

problems related to land, work, housing, the environment and climate change, and the situations 

of violence and armed conflict that have put all of humanity at risk. It has been very encouraging

to participate with our Brother Francis, to greet him personally and to understand his thinking on 

these issues. The presence of compañero Evo Morales with our movements and the Pope has also

encouraged us enormously.

 

Therefore in our Final Statement, while our reflections denounce situations of injustice, we 

affirm our reasons for hope and our commitment to struggle in many ways to transform the 

economic, political and cultural dimensions of our world.  

 

Just as Francis has made our concerns his own, so we adopt his words as our own because they 

accurately express our aspirations and our efforts to be agents of that transformation. 

During our dialogue, Pope Francis made the following statements:

“We want your voices to be heard – voices that are rarely heard. No doubt this is because your 
voices cause embarrassment, no doubt it is because your cries are bothersome, no doubt because 
people are afraid of the change that you seek...”



 “The scandal of poverty cannot be addressed by promoting strategies of containment that only 
tranquilise the poor and render them tame and inoffensive.”

LAND

“The elimination of so many brothers and sisters who are peasant farmers worries me, and it is 
not because of wars or natural disasters that they are uprooted. Land and water grabbing, 
deforestation, toxic agrochemicals are some of the evils which uproot people from their native 
land.”

“The other dimension of this already global process is hunger.”

“Hunger is criminal, food is an inalienable right…” 

“Agrarian reform is, besides a political necessity, a moral obligation.”

HOUSING

“A home for every family... Today there are so many homeless families, either because they 
have never had one or because, for different reasons, they have lost it...” 

“Cities offer well-being and innumerable pleasures for a happy minority [but] housing is denied 
to thousands of our neighbours, our brothers and sisters including children, who are called 
elegant names such as ‘street people’...  You should be on the lookout – I might be wrong in 
some cases; but in general, what lurks behind each euphemism is a crime.”

WORK

“There is no worse material poverty than the poverty which does not allow people to earn their 
bread, which deprives them of the dignity of work. But youth unemployment, informality or 
underground work, and the lack of labour rights are not inevitable. These are the result of an 
underlying social choice in favour of an economic system that puts profit above men and 
women.”

“Today, a new dimension is being added to the phenomena of exploitation and oppression, a 
very harsh and graphic manifestation of social injustice: those who cannot be integrated, the 
excluded, are discarded, the ‘leftovers’. This is the throw-away culture…” 

ENVIRONMENT and CLIMATE

“Climate change, the loss of biodiversity, deforestation are already showing their devastating 
effects in terrible cataclysms which we see and from which you the humble suffer most – you 
who live near the coast in precarious dwellings, or who are so economically vulnerable that you 
lose everything due to a natural disaster.” 



“Creation is not a possession that we can dispose of as we wish; much less is it the property of 
some, of only a few. Creation is a gift, it is a present, it is a marvellous gift given to us by God so
that we might care for it and use it, always gratefully and always respectfully, for the benefit of 
everyone.”

SOLIDARITY
“Solidarity is much more than an occasional gesture of generosity. It means thinking and acting 
in terms of community. It means that the lives of all take priority over the appropriation of goods
by a few. It also means fighting against the structural causes of poverty and inequality; of the 
lack of work, land and housing; and of the denial of social and labour rights. It means 
confronting the destructive effects of the empire of money: forced dislocation, painful 
emigration, human trafficking, drugs, war, violence and all those realities that many of you suffer
and that we are all called upon to transform. Solidarity is a way of making history, and that is 
what the popular movements are doing.”

“This system cannot endure. We must change it. We must put human dignity back at the centre 
and on that pillar build the alternative social structures we need.” 

The Pope indicated that this World Meeting of Popular Movements “is a sign, it is a great sign, 
for you have brought forth a reality that is often silenced: The poor not only suffer injustice, they
also struggle against it! 

“Then one feels a promising breeze that revives hope for a better world. May this breeze become 
a cyclone of hope.” 

PARTICIPATING ORGANISATIONS:

 


